. This book presents a comprehensive synthesis of the informa tion on the sixty Australian species of Scelio (Hymenoptera, Scelionidae). It provides a full taxonomic treatment of the spe cies concerned including details of the biology, ecology and host relationships of Scelio on a worldwide basis. The book con sists of two main parts: general (chapters 1-7) and systematic (chapter 8). The general part begins with an introductory section presenting a short historical outline, subsequent chapters deal with methods and techniques for collecting and study both in the field and in the laboratory, summarize our knowledge of popula tion biology, ecology, ontogeny and provide a comprehensive checklist of the host relationships of each species worldwide; the use of Scelio as potential biological control agents is also discussed. Chapter 5 gives an account of the current knowledge of the morphology and anatomy of adult stage, chapter 6 out lines the procedures for phylogenetic analysis and presents the results of preliminary analyses undertaken to explore the rela tionships among Australian species. The most important parts of the book are the key and the descriptions of species. The charac teristics of all Australian species, including their distribution in Australia and hosts, when available, are presented. Each species description is complemented with high quality line drawings, micrographs and distribution maps. The authors are renowned specialists on systematics, evolution and biology of the parasitic wasps and pest locusts in Australia. Their knowledge of these groups makes this book very authoritative and provides Hymenopteran specialists and biological control workers with a basis for detailed studies in this economically important group of insects.
J. Macek
